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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE LIGOWSKY, of
Cincinnati, Hamilton county, Ohio, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Flying Targets, of which the following is a
specification.

My improvement consists in constracting
flying targets in such a manner as to canse
them to imitate more closely the flight of a
bird as soon as the device is projected from a
suitable trap or “*sender.” This resunlt is ac-
complished by giving to such targets a concave
or dished or saucer shape, whose rim is slotted
to receive a tongue of thin sheet metal or other
light material, which tongue is to be inserted
between the jaws of any trap capable of pro-
jecting the target in the manner desired. The

" target, being thrown Dby a forece thus applied
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near its periphery, has an axial rotation im-
parted to it that insures the utmost accuracy
of flight, while the concavity of the device
serves to partially imprison the air as soon as
the momentum of the target is spent. .Conse-
quently the target descends gradually, and is
not broken in case it falls on hard ground.

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a ver-
tical section of a simple form of my flying tar-
get. Tigs. 2 and 3 are respectively a verti-
cal section and plan of a modified form of the
device, and Figs. 4 and 5 represent more com-
plex forms of the target.

Referring to Fig. 1, A represents a flat plate
that is preferably circular, and has an annular
flange or ring, B, whose lower edge is pro-
tected or strengthened by a rim or molding, C.
Fuarthermore, this flange is slotted at D to
admit a detachable tongue, E, composed of
tin or any other light and cheap material,
said tongue being provided with two lateral
branches, I I, bent so as to bear snugly
against the inner surface of flange B, as seen
in Fig. 3; but this plate B, instead of being
perfectly flat, may be furnished with a pit or
concavity, G, as seen in Fig.2; or one or more
steps or corrugations, H, may be interposed be-
tween said plate A and the concavity G, as
represented in Fig. 4. The shape of the tar-
get may be further changed by joining the pit
and flange with a molding or bead, I; but in
either event it is preferred to make use of the
rim C at the margin of flange B. Other modi-

fications of the shape of the target will read-
ily suggest themselves to any person familiar
with such devices. ’

To use my target the tongue E is passed
through slot D until the branches I ¥’ bear
against the interior of flange B, after which
act the projecting end of said tongue is grasped
by a jaw or clamp of any suitable form of trap,
the conecavity of said target being turned to-
ward the ground. The arm or spring of the
trap carrying the aforesaid clamp is then al-
lowed to swing around very quickly in a hori-
zontal or inclined plane and to be suddenly
arrested, thereby releasing the target from the
clamp. Evidently the target will now be pro-
jeeted into the air with a velocity proportioned
to the strength of the actuating-spring, and,
being thrown by a force applied to its periph-
ery, said target has imparted to it a very rapid
axial rotation that insures the utmost accu-
racy of flight, and it is while the target is thus
flying through the air that the marksman
shoots at it in the usual manner; but if the
target should not be destroyed by the shot the
device will gradually alight on the ground,
which gradunal descentisoccasioned by the air
being imprisoned or cushioned in the concav-
ity G. Consequently the target will not be
broken in case it should fall on very hard
ground, which security against accidental frac-
ture is still further gnarded against by the in-
creased thickness of rim C.

The target may be made of any resonant
metal, so as to give audible notice of being
struck, or it may be composed of clay or earth-
enware or other fragile material that will be
readily shattered as soon as a shot comes in
contact with the same; or, if preferred, the
target may be coated externally with any ful-
minate capable of emitting more or less smoke
as soon as the device is struck with a shot.

The tongue E, instead of being applied to the
target, may constitute partofthe trap or sender,
being in this case so arranged as to readily slip
out of the slot D when said trap is sprung; or
said tongue may be twisted so as to have some-
what of a spiral shape for the purpose of im-
parting a wabbling motion to the target.

Finally, I do not propose to limit myself to
theexaet shape or proportions herein deseribed
and illustrated, as it is evident the leading
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feature of my invention will be attained by any
construction that will permit a dished or con-
cave target having an axial rotation imparted
to it by means of a peripheral slot wherewith
5 the target is temporarily coupled to the trap
or sender that projects the device through the
air.
I claim as my invention—
1. The combination of the concave slotted
1o flying target A B D and detachable tongune I
I I, as and for the purpose explained.

2. A coneave or dish-shaped flying target
composed of a suitable fragile material slotted
at or nearits periphery, and having a strength-
ening-rim, C, at the margin of flange B, asand 15
for the purpose specified.

In testimony of which invention I hereunto

set my hand.
GEORGE LIGOWSKY.
Witnesses:
JAMES H. LAYMAN,
J. I. TUOHIG.



